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The Einstein Foundation Berlin has announced an inter
national award to provide publicity for researchers  
and institutions seeking to improve the quality of research.  
The € 500,000 Einstein Award for Promoting Quality in 
Research will honor researchers and institutions whose 
work helps to advance the quality and robustness of 
research findings. The award – the first of its kind – is 
funded by the Damp Stiftung, with Nature Research 
supporting the call for entries and helping to establish 
the award. The first awardees will be announced in 
November 2021 in Berlin. 

Evidence-based research, reliable standards to ensure 
quality of research, and open access to new findings  
are more important than ever, as the COVID-19 pandemic 
has once again shown. Which hypotheses, methods, and 
data are selected, how they are used, and whether a study 
can lead to subsequent research – these are factors  
that need to be made transparent and corroborated by 
evidence, not only in order to enhance scientific rigor,  
but also because the public is developing a growing inter-
est in understanding how research is conducted. Against 
this background, the Einstein Foundation Award will  
honor measures and projects across all scientific disci-
plines that work to build research quality. “The award 
seeks to raise awareness of how crucial it is to build trust 
in science by pushing for transparent scientific standards,” 
said Günter Stock, Chair of the Einstein Foundation’s 
Executive Board. “Especially in a knowledge society in 
which research is increasingly fast-paced.”

The award will be presented in three categories to indivi-
dual researchers, institutions, and early career researchers.  
A total of € 500,000 is awarded annually, generously funded 
by the Damp Stiftung for a period of ten years. “Only by 
recognizing and honoring the perpetual efforts to improve 
the quality of research, not only within the research 
community, but also in public, can we hope to see research 
that lives up to its expectations,” emphasized Jürgen 
Zöllner, outlining the Damp Stiftung’s commitment. “The 
award is not only aimed at researchers and institutions,  
but also at funders and politicians,” added Dieter Imboden, 
president of the award’s interdisciplinary jury. Further 
members of the international jury include Alvin Roth, 
winner of the Nobel Prize in economics, Marcia McNutt, 
President of the National Academy of Sciences of  

the United States, and Julie Maxton, Executive Director of 
the Royal Society. “In recent years, Berlin has grown to  
become a renowned science and research hub recognized 
for its innovative research and fresh approaches to inter-
national cooperation, not least thanks to the work of the 
Einstein Foundation,” said Berlin’s Governing Mayor  
and Higher Education and Research Senator, Michael 
Müller. “Supported by an international jury of renowned 
experts from across various disciplines, the Einstein 
Foundation’s new award is a milestone that will help 
strengthen research throughout the world,” he continued. 
“I thank the Damp Stiftung for its generous support  
and am very happy that we will be able to launch this major 
prize in Berlin.”

Nature Research will be supporting the Einstein Foundation  
in publicizing the call for applications to encourage best 
practices and ethical conduct in the sciences. The award 
will honor researchers and institutions that have, for 
instance, made research data more accessible (open 
science), or developed or implemented recommendations, 
measures, or guidelines to advance the quality of their 
research. Individuals or teams that have contributed ground-
breaking approaches that help to validate and make 
accessible research findings, or that help to identify good 
scientific practice, or possible weaknesses in research,  
are also eligible to apply or be nominated. Magdalena Skipper,  
Editor-in-Chief of Nature said: “Reproducibility is para-
mount in research, so that results can be trusted and built 
upon. This fundamental principle lies at the very heart of 
the research process. At Nature, we have taken substantive 
steps to improve the transparency and robustness  
in what we publish, and to promote awareness within the 
scientific community. We are proud to partner with the 
Einstein Foundation to raise awareness of the importance 
of research quality and to reward those who champion it.”

The award office is headed by Ulrich Dirnagl, Founding 
Director of the QUEST Center at the Berlin Institute  
of Health, which seeks to enhance the value and impact  
of biomedical research. The first award ceremony will  
take place in November 2021 in Berlin. Nominations and 
applications can be submitted until March 31, 2021, via  
the award’s website at www.einsteinfoundation.de/award.
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The Einstein Foundation Berlin is an independent, not-for- 
profit, science-led organization established as a foundation 
under civil law in 2009. Since then, its task has been to 
promote international cutting-edge science and research 
across disciplines and institutions in and for Berlin. To  
date, it has funded 172 researchers, including three Nobel 
laureates, 71 projects, and six Einstein Centers.

The Damp Stiftung was established by Dr. Walter Wübben,  
the former majority owner of the “Klinikgruppe Damp”, to 
fund medical research and teaching as well as social projects. 
Besides supporting the Einstein Foundation Award for Pro-
moting Quality in Research, the Damp Stiftung also provides 
funding for the Einstein Foundation’s Einstein Strategic 
Professorships program, which recruits top researchers from 
abroad who are crucial in building Berlin’s reputation as a 
leading science and research hub.

More Information
www.einsteinfoundation.de/awardwww.einsteinfoundation.de/award

Contact
Professor Ulrich Dirnagl  
Einstein Foundation Award Secretary  
award@einsteinfoundation.deaward@einsteinfoundation.de

Dr. Ulrike Pannasch  
Einstein Foundation Award Coordinator 
up@einsteinfoundation.deup@einsteinfoundation.de

Press Inquiries
Christian Martin 
Head of Communications
Einstein Foundation Berlin
Phone +49 30 20370-248 
cm@einsteinfoundation.decm@einsteinfoundation.de
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EINSTEIN
FOUNDATION
AWARDCHARTER

The Einstein Foundation Award for Promoting Quality in 
Research aims to provide recognition and publicity for 
outstanding efforts that enhance the rigor, reliability, 
robustness, and transparency of research, and stimulate 
awareness and activities fostering research quality 
among scientists, institutions, funders, and politicians.

To acknowledge the outstanding role early career re
searchers (ECRs) have in promoting research quality, 
ECRs will be invited to propose projects that foster 
research quality and value. Projects will be competitively 
selected for funding and internationally showcased. 

The awardees will receive an honorarium of €500,000 
across three categories, individuals (€200,000), institutions  
(€200,000) and early career researchers (€100,000). 

The Einstein Foundation Award honors individual researchers  
from all fields, as well as collaborations, institutions, and 
organizations (NGO or governmental), that

 – have made substantial contributions to fostering  
research integrity through outstanding measures that 
increase the quality and reliability of research, e.g.  
by improving transparency, access to research results 
(‘Open Science’), overcoming the fragmentation of 
research (‘Team science’);

 – have developed and / or implemented quality-improving 
interventions, governance, and policies;

 – have delivered groundbreaking research on research to 
identify opportunities for improving research practice, 
have generated evidence for potential interventions, and 
have developed metrics and policies that incentivize the 
adoption of best possible research practices;

 – have developed innovative approaches that foster 
research on research integrity, have conducted and 
designed novel measures or programs preventing 
misconduct and safeguarding validity and reliability in 
science and research;

 – have identified and addressed systemic factors leading 
to improved research integrity and more responsible 
research; 

 – have performed or supported studies on the reproduci-
bility of scientific results; 

 – have made a significant contribution to the teaching of 
good research practice; 

 – have identified research standards and incentives that 

directly or indirectly constrain the quality of research 
(e.g. reliance on purely quantitative output measures) 
and have designed more adequate means to assess the 
quality of research and researchers;

 – have demonstrated exceptional integrity when facing 
difficult circumstances and / or conflicts of interest;

 – have significantly contributed to increasing the diversity 
of research by taking into view aspects such as gender, 
race / ethnicity, geography, career stage, etc.;

 – guarantee the long-term archiving of data and publica-
tion (long-term archiving);

or that seek to make such developments and / or contributi-
ons in future.
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EINSTEIN
FOUNDATION
AWARDJURY

The Einstein Foundation Award provides recognition and 
publicity for researchers and institutions seeking to 
enhance the rigor, reliability, robustness, and transpa
rency of research. The award ceremony will be held in 
Berlin in autumn each year, starting in 2021. An indepen
dent jury consisting of the following internationally 
renowned researchers representing the natural sciences, 
the humanities, and the social sciences will evaluate 
nominations and applications and select the awardees:

DIETER IMBODEN (PRESIDENT) THEORETICAL PHYSICS
Professor Emeritus of Environmental Physics, ETH Zürich

DOROTHY BISHOP NEUROPSYCHOLOGY
Professor of Developmental Neuropsychology, Oxford 
University

ALASTAIR BUCHAN MEDICINE
Professor of Stroke Medicine, Oxford University 

MICHEL COSNARD COMPUTER SCIENCE
Professor Emeritus of Informatics, Université de Côte 
d’Azur

LORRAINE DASTON HISTORY OF SCIENCE
Director Emerita of the Max Planck Institute for the History 
of Science, Berlin

MOSHE HALBERTAL PHILOSOPHY
Professor of Jewish Thought and Philosophy, Hebrew 
University

LENA LAVINAS ECONOMICS
Professor of Welfare Economics, Universidade Federal do 
Rio de Janeiro

JULIE MAXTON LAW
Executive Director of the Royal Society, London

MARCIA MCNUTT GEOPHYSICS
President of the National Academy of Sciences of the 
United States

EDWARD MIGUEL ECONOMICS
Professor of Environmental and Resource Economics, 
University of California, Berkeley

SUSAN NEIMAN PHILOSOPHY
Director of the Einstein Forum, Potsdam

ALVIN ROTH ECONOMICS
Professor of Economics, Stanford University

E. JÜRGEN ZÖLLNER MEDICINE
Chairman of the Stiftung Charité, Senator (ret.), Berlin
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EINSTEIN
FOUNDATION
AWARDCALL

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS AND APPLICATIONS 
The Einstein Foundation Award for Promoting Quality in 
Research is the first prize to recognize outstanding efforts 
that enhance the rigor, reliability, robustness, and trans-
parency of research. The Einstein Foundation will award up 
to €500,000 annually to stimulate awareness and activities 
fostering research quality among scientists, institutions, 
funders, and politicians.

The Einstein Foundation will honor successful candidates 
in the following three categories: 

I. INDIVIDUALS
Individual researchers or small teams of collaborating 
researchers can be nominated. The laureate will be 
awarded €200,000. 

II. INSTITUTIONS
Governmental and non-governmental organizations, 
in stitutions, or other entities can apply or be nominated. 
The award-winning organization or institution will receive 
€200,000. Please note that successful governmental 
organizations or institutions will not receive any funds in 
addition to the award itself.

III. EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS
Early career researchers or small teams of collabora ting 
researchers can submit a project proposal that seeks  
to foster research quality and value for an award  
of €100,000.

Further details on the objectives of the award can be  
accessed herehere.

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS
This award is open to any researcher or group of resear-
chers, organizations, or institutions involved in science and 
research, education, and scholarship. 
To be eligible for the early career award, candidates must 
hold a doctorate or have equivalent research experience, 
and should have been an independent researcher for no 
longer than five years. 

I. NOMINATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS OR SMALL TEAMS 
should include a nomination letter, a CV, and a list of 

relevant publications of each nominee, as well as letters of 
support from eminent experts and former trainees.

II. APPLICATIONS OR NOMINATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS AND 
INSTITUTIONS 
should consist of a nomination or application letter, as well 
as letters of support from eminent experts.

III. EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS OR SMALL TEAMS OF EARLY 
CAREER RESEARCHERS 
should submit a letter of motivation, a project proposal, as 
well as a CV and a list of relevant publications for each 
team member.

SELECTION
An independent panel of internationally renowned re-
searchers in the sciences, the social sciences, and the 
humanities will evaluate submissions and select awardees. 
More information about the jury and its selection criteria 
can be found herehere.

Nominations and applications must be submitted onlineonline. 
The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2021  
(10:00 pm CET). 
The awardees will be announced in autumn 2021.

Further information on the award is available herehere.
For questions, please contact Dr. Ulrike Pannasch at:  
ulrike.pannasch@einsteinfoundation.deulrike.pannasch@einsteinfoundation.de

The Einstein Foundation Award for Promoting Quality  
in Research has been made possible by a generous  
donation from the Damp StiftungDamp Stiftung and resources made 
available by the State of Berlin. It is administered by  
the Einstein FoundationEinstein Foundation and publicized in collaboration 
with Nature ResearchNature Research.

Einstein Foundation, Damp Stiftung and Nature  
Research employees will have no influence over award 
decisions.

DEADLINE: MARCH 31, 2021
> Submit onlineSubmit online

https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/award/#objective.
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/award/#jury
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/award/
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/award/
mailto:ulrike.pannasch@einsteinfoundation.de
https://www.damp-stiftung.de/index.php?id=stiftung
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/index.php?id=1&L=1
https://www.nature.com/nature-research
https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/award/
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EINSTEIN
FOUNDATION
AWARDCONTACT

Dr. Ulrike Pannasch
Einstein Foundation Award Coordinator 
ulrike.pannasch@einsteinfoundation.deulrike.pannasch@einsteinfoundation.de

Einstein Foundation Berlin
Jägerstraße 22 / 23
10117 Berlin
Phone +49 (0)30 20370-228
Fax +49 (0)30 20370-377
contact@einsteinfoundation.decontact@einsteinfoundation.de

mailto:ulrike.pannasch@einsteinfoundation.de
mailto:contact%40einsteinfoundation.de?subject=

